
The Honorable Jefferson Beauregard Sessions III 

Attorney General 

United States Department of Justice 

  

Via Electronic Mail 

  

RE:    Matter of A-B-, 27 I&N Dec. 316 (A.G. 2018) 

  

June 27, 2018 

  

Dear Attorney General Sessions, 

  

The 465 undersigned faith-based, immigration, civil rights, human rights, worker rights, and anti-

violence service and advocacy organizations write to express our profound concern for the lives 

and safety of immigrant survivors of domestic violence following your wrongful decision in Matter 

of A-B-.  We ask that you immediately revoke this legally and factually erroneous 
decision. 

  

As you know, women like the respondent in Matter of A-B- endure horrific violence including 

sexual assault and other torture in their home countries.  Women and girls are frequently unable 

to escape harm, and are killed by their abusers as a result.  Those who undertake and survive the 

perilous journey to the United States to seek asylum under our laws do so because their home 

country has not upheld its obligation to protect them.  For decades, the U.S. has proudly provided 

safe haven to vulnerable refugees for this reason as outlined in the United Nations (UN) 

Convention and Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees. 

  

Your decision in Matter of A-B- is fundamentally flawed both in its legal analysis and as a matter of 

policy.  Consistent with longstanding domestic case law, U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

(DHS) policies, and current regulations governing asylum as well as international jurisprudence 

and UN guidance, DHS itself has taken the position consistently since 2004 that women like Ms. 

A.B. should qualify for asylum.  Specifically, the agency agrees that domestic violence may rise to 

the level of persecution, a cognizable social group centered around gender may be constructed 

in cases involving domestic violence, and the “state actor” requirement for asylum may be 

satisfied when a persecutor is an intimate partner.  Your efforts to undermine the growing 

consensus that women fleeing domestic violence may establish asylum eligibility by encouraging 

adjudicators to pre-judge claims without consideration of the individual facts will potentially result 

in further tragedy and unspeakable horror for traumatized women, children, and LGBTQ 

immigrants. 

  

Under U.S. and international law, our country is obligated to provide refuge to individuals who 

suffer persecution and are unable to avail themselves of protection in their home countries. Your 

decision in Matter of A-B- undermines this nation’s adherence to its legal obligations, especially 

when combined with your “zero tolerance” policy that is resulting in the prosecution of 

individuals seeking asylum, family detention,  and the cruel and inhumane separation of parents 

(mostly mothers) from their children. 

  



By treating immigrants like criminals, dehumanizing them and their families, and stripping them of 

the right to live in safety, you are sending a clear message to immigrant survivors of violence: you 

aren’t safe here, either. This reflects a shameful attempt to drag the United States back to an era 

in which women’s rights weren’t recognized as human rights, and when women fleeing horrific 

gender-based persecution were wrongfully denied protection. 

  

Matter of A-B- distorts the will of Congress and seeks to undermine the very meaning and purpose 

of international protection for refugees.  We are privileged to have the power to prevent 

needless suffering by those fleeing gender-based violence.  As a nation, we should be proud to 

uphold our commitments to those seeking our protection. 

  

In light of the above, we ask that you immediately revoke your erroneous decision 

in Matter of A-B-. 

  

Signed, 
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