
 

December 19, 2018 

 

His Excellency Meshal bin Hamad Al Thani 

Embassy of the State of Qatar 

2555 M Street NW 

Washington, D.C. 20037 

 

  

Dear Ambassador Al Thani: 

  

As you may know, ADL has long been monitoring international media outlets for anti-Semitic 

content, such as cartoons, and has documented them in articles and reports we publish and 

share with U.S. and foreign government officials. 

 

I am writing you to raise concern about a broad array of anti-Semitic cartoons published in 

recent years by your country’s newspapers, most notably on Qatar’s al-Raya news site by 

cartoonist Umayya Juha. These cartoons, a sampling of which are included below, go far 

beyond questioning or critiquing Israeli policies and instead spread bigotry and hatred toward 

the Jewish people, drawing on some of the worst anti-Semitic themes and giving them new life.    

 

We are bringing this to your attention because, first and foremost, your government has a moral 

obligation to discourage this sort of hateful incitement. Second, such incitement constitutes a 

clear violation of Qatari law, to which your government has a duty to respond.  

 

Qatar’s foundational 1979 press law prohibits – under penalty of closure, fines, or jail time – 

the publication of “any ridicule of or contempt toward any of the religions or their doctrines, 

including any motivation of sectarian, racial, or religious trends” or any content that harms 

goodwill toward a person through “defamation”.1 

 

Yet many of these cartoons do exactly that, portraying Jewish people as delighting in or even 

drinking Palestinian blood, most recently by Juha on 11 December and 18 September, while 

many others dehumanize or demonize Jews and/or the Jewish state by depicting them as 

animals, often monstrous ones, such as a snake, a wolf, or an octopus strangling the al-Aqsa 

Mosque. Some cartoons in the Qatari press propagate anti-Semitic conspiracy theories of 

Jewish world domination.  Others make use of swastikas in ways that falsely suggest Israel is 

engaging in systematic and industrial-scale extermination of the Palestinian people akin to what 

Jewish people experienced in Nazi death camps. 

 

The attached cartoons are only a small sample exemplifying the breadth and severity of anti-

Semitic manifestations in Qatari cartoons, particularly those by Juha but by no means 

exclusively.  ADL is a strong supporter of freedom of the press both in the United States and 

around the globe.  At the same time, we insist that leaders have an obligation to stand up to 

hatred, and to uphold the standards set by their society.   I respectfully urge your government 

to enforce its press laws equally and to stop turning a blind eye to this bigoted and dangerous 

defamation of the Jewish people.   

                                                        
1 Qatar’s Law Number 8 of 1979 on Publications and Publishing, published in the official gazette on 

January 1, 1979. (http://www.almeezan.qa/LawView.aspx?opt&LawID=414&language=en) 

http://www.almeezan.qa/LawView.aspx?opt&LawID=414&language=en


 

 

Mr. Ambassador, recent tragic events have demonstrated that demonizing words and images 

have real consequences.  Not only do such messages foment hate and make coexistence and 

understanding more difficult to achieve, but they can incite some to violence.  

 

I look forward to your timely reply and hope we can work together to convey a strong message 

whereby defamation and demonization have no place in the Qatari press.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

G 
 

Jonathan A. Greenblatt 

CEO and National Director 

 

 

 

 

 
Cartoon by Umayya Juha 

Published by al-Raya (Qatar) 

December 11, 2018 (as well as September 13, 2017 and March 31, 2015) 

Text on top says “Israel” 

Text on bottom says “The Arab homeland” 

Text on watering can says “the blood of the Palestinian people” 

http://www.raya.com/caricature/caricaturedp/7146bb2d-cdce-4bca-9346-63537bc631fa
http://www.raya.com/caricature/caricaturedp/7c11a8fe-d42a-4579-9720-d3324faa91eb
http://www.raya.com/caricature/caricaturedp/cb695277-57b8-483c-9315-4e504bc4740a


 

 

 

 

 
Cartoon by Umayya Juha 

Published by Al-Raya (Qatar) 

September 18, 2018 

Text on top reads “the 36th anniversary of the Sabra and Shatila massacre” 

Text on the goblets reads “massacres” and “the Palestinian people” 

 

 

 

 

http://www.raya.com/caricature/caricaturedp/eb940f44-0259-4a50-b57e-fdf5dd87cefe


 

 
Cartoon by Umayya Juha 

Published by al-Raya (Qatar) 

August 21, 2018 

Text above sleeping person on the left represents snoring noises 

Text on his sign says “with spirit and blood we sacrifice for you, oh, al-Aqsa” 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.raya.com/caricature/caricaturedp/6b949268-5bd9-430c-829f-ff81a139af1c


 

 
Cartoon by Umayya Juha 

Published by al-Raya (Qatar) 

August 16, 2018 

Text on top says “Trump is a puppet in the hand of Israel” 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.raya.com/caricature/caricaturedp/602fe9d2-b8e5-446d-b3aa-c8218388b83c


 

 
Cartoon by Elie Saliba 

Published by al-Watan (Qatar) 

June 25, 2018 

Text on top right says “Saudi women drive and the states of the blockade [against Qatar] are 

driven” 

The logo on the gear shift symbolizes Saudi Arabia 

 

 

 

 

http://www.al-watan.com/Data/20180625/Images/cartoon3.jpg


 

 
Cartoon by Ahmad Aref 

Published by al-Arab (Qatar) 

May 26, 2018 

Text pointing to the hand on the left says “Trump”. 

Text on the arm on the right says “the states of the blockade [against Qatar]” 

Text on the dove says “the Palestinian issue” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.alarab.qa/story/1314199/%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%B1


 

 
Cartoon by Salman al-Malik 

Published by al-Watan (Qatar) 

May 24, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.al-watan.com/Data/20180524/Images/cartoon1.jpg


 

 
Cartoon by Umayya Juha 

Published by al-Raya (Qatar) 

May 17, 2018 

Text on top says “Exonerating Israel from the Gaza massacre!!” 

 

 

 

 

http://www.raya.com/caricature/caricaturedp/5a941278-408f-4e2a-a452-31083edb591b


 

 
Cartoon by Salman al-Malik 

Published by al-Watan (Qatar) 

May 5, 2018 

Text on top says “Moving the American Embassy to Jerusalem” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.al-watan.com/Data/20180515/Images/cartoon1.jpg


 

 
Cartoon by Omar Summad 

Published by al-Jazeera (Qatar) 

January 6, 2018 

The text on top says “the Knesset votes for the law banning negotiations over Jerusalem” 

The speech text over Palestinian Authority President Abu Mazen says “I condemn, and I 

denounce” 

The text on the card on the table says “the negotiations table” 

 

 

http://www.aljazeera.net/news/caricature/2018/1/6/%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%AF%D8%B3-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%B7%D8%A9


 

 
Cartoon by Umayya Juha 

Published by al-Raya (Qatar) 

December 21, 2017 (as well as July 29, 2015) 

 

 

 

http://www.raya.com/caricature/caricaturedp/37be88a0-072c-4830-8eab-f2f45e4f196f
http://www.raya.com/caricature/caricaturedp/5c7cfb03-a867-4f2e-ae15-82aaa2384fec


 

 
Cartoon by Umayya Juha 

Published by al-Raya (Qatar) 

December 6, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.raya.com/caricature/caricaturedp/5d47f955-4ca4-4946-b796-c81c81e2d30b


 

 
Cartoon by Elie Saliba 

Published by al-Watan (Qatar) 

December 6, 2017 

Text says “Jerusalem” 

 

 

 

 

http://www.al-watan.com/Data/20171206/Images/cartoon3.jpg


 

 
Cartoon by Umayya Juha 

Published by al-Raya (Qatar) 

November 23, 2017 (as well as November 22, 2016) 

Text on top right says “the Judaization of Jerusalem!” 

 

 

 

 

http://www.raya.com/caricature/caricaturedp/51da0bce-bc77-4909-b7e3-fa3a0f6be77a
http://www.raya.com/caricature/caricaturedp/89b0131f-dfdc-45ce-a1cb-856710d3f86e


 

 
Cartoon by Ahmad Rahmeh 

Published by al-Jazeera (Qatar) 

November 6, 2017 

Text on the plant says “the Balfour Declaration” 

Text on the hose says “normalization” 

Text on the person on the right says “the Arab Zionists” 

Text on the speech bubble roughly translates to “Let me help you, my brother...” 

 

 

http://www.aljazeera.net/news/caricature/2017/11/5/%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D9%84%D9%81%D9%88%D8%B1-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%A8


 

 
Cartoon by Umayya Juha 

Published by al-Raya (Qatar) 

July 16, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.raya.com/caricature/caricaturedp/72aa2fd4-094f-404e-a161-e47667d7591a


 

 
Cartoon by Umayya Juha 

Published by al-Raya (Qatar) 

June 13, 2017 (as well as April 6, 2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.raya.com/caricature/caricaturedp/85a79304-e186-4387-8abc-f818d0df60d0
http://www.raya.com/caricature/caricaturedp/a73a0a05-8714-4558-92f6-5c9cab7ac728


 

 
Cartoon by Umayya Juha 

Published by al-Raya (Qatar) 

June 5, 2017 

Text on the top says “on the anniversary of the Naksa (i.e. “the setback”)” 

Text on the apple says “the Arab World” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.raya.com/caricature/caricaturedp/35d388ca-74c2-4bb2-a27f-f110e755f522


 

 
Cartoon by Umayya Juha 

Published by al-Raya (Qatar) 

July 22, 2015 

Text on the person says “Jerusalem” 

Text the person is exclaiming roughly translates to “Help me, fellow Muslims!” 

 

 

 

 

http://www.raya.com/caricature/caricaturedp/ecab06e8-449a-4419-ba0d-879639ce669f


 

 
Cartoon by Umayya Juha 

Published by al-Raya (Qatar) 

March 28, 2015 

Text on the sign says “the rights of the Palestinian people” 

http://www.raya.com/caricature/caricaturedp/7f8d3541-c390-4701-a36b-0990d174c988

