
 

 

                  ADL   |   605 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10158-3560   |   t: 212.885.7700   |   www.adl.org 

Board of Directors  

Chair 

Esta Gordon Epstein 

CEO and National Director 

Jonathan Greenblatt 

 

Andy Adelson 

Barry Curtiss-Lusher 

Yasmin Green 

Yadin Kaufmann 

Alan Lazowski 

Glen S. Lewy 

Daniel Lubetzky 

Nicole Mutchnik 

Elizabeth A. Price, Secretary 

Ben Sax, Vice Chair 

Milton S. (Tony) Schneider 

Larry Scott, Vice Chair 

Robert Stavis 

Christopher Wolf 

 

Global Advisory Council 

Barbara Adelman, Co-Chair 

Michael N. Sheetz, Co-Chair 

National Commission 

Faith Cookler, Co-Chair 

Joseph A. Goldblum, Co-Chair 

 

Deputy National Director 

Kenneth Jacobson 

Senior Vice Presidents 

Growth 

Frederic L. Bloch 

Chief of Staff 

Emily Bromberg 

Policy 

Eileen Hershenov 

Finance and Administration 

Anat Kendal 

International Affairs 

Sharon Nazarian 

Technology 

Rafail Portnoy 

Talent & Knowledge  

Tom Ruderman 

Programs 

George Selim 

General Counsel, Privacy & 

Security 

Steven C. Sheinberg 

 

Past National Chairs 

Barbara B. Balser 

Howard P. Berkowitz 

Kenneth J. Bialkin 

Barry Curtiss-Lusher 

Burton S. Levinson 

Glen S. Lewy 

Marvin D. Nathan 

David H. Strassler 

Robert G. Sugarman 

Glen A. Tobias 

February 25, 2020 

 

H.E. Abdel Fattah El Sisi 

President of the Arab Republic of Egypt 

Ittihadiya Palace 

Heliopolis, Cairo Governorate 

Arab Republic of Egypt 

 

Dear President El Sisi: 

I am writing to bring to your attention the continued presence of hateful anti-Jewish 

materials at the Cairo International Book Fair, a government-organized cultural event 

that received over 3.5 million visitors last month under the sponsorship of your office. 

Because anti-Semitic books were exhibited at the Cairo International Book Fair in 2019, 

ADL engaged with Egyptian Foreign Ministry officials in hopes of avoiding such an 

outcome this year.  As a courtesy, we provided your Embassy in Washington with a list 

of dozens of titles in English and Arabic of anti-Semitic books spotted at state-run book 

fairs throughout the region last year that we hoped would not be exhibited at the Cairo 

event this year.  We were told the materials we shared would be conveyed to the 

appropriate government authorities in Egypt in advance of the state-run book fair this 

year. 

Yet now we are disappointed to report ADL has determined that the anti-Jewish books 

exhibited at the 2020 Cairo International Book Fair again included the foundational anti-

Semitic slanders The Protocols of the Elders of Zion, Adolf Hitler’s Mein Kampf, and the 

debunked adaptation of the Protocols titled the International Jew.  Some other anti-

Jewish books at the Cairo book fair this year included Talmud of Secrets, The Ten Heads 

of Evil, Hidden World Government, Hidden Elements of the Talmud in Jewish Natures 

and Doctrines, The House of Rothschild: Merchants of Wars and Revolutions, Who 

Manufactures Dictators?, Theodore Herzl: The Zionist Devil and Satan of the Modern 

Age, and Pharaoh Man of Stakes. All of these were books we had flagged in advance for 

the Government of Egypt and yet appear to have been allowed anyway. 

Many of these hateful materials were exhibited by the publishing house Dar al-Kitab al-

Arabi lil-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’, a company based in Egypt and Syria.  In our memo we 

specifically urged Egyptian officials to block this publisher from the 2020 book fair 

https://www.egyptindependent.com/cairos-book-fair-saw-3-5-million-visitors-this-year-gebo-chairman/
http://www.moc.gov.eg/ar/media-center/news/%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AA-%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%87%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D9%8A%D9%81%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%AD-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A9-51-%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%B1%D8%B6-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%83%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%AA-%D8%B4%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A5%D9%81%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%AB%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%88%D8%B9/
https://www.jpost.com/Middle-East/US-Embassy-closes-booth-at-Cairo-Intl-Book-Fair-over-antisemitism-claims-579896
https://www.facebook.com/groups/darketab/
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because of hateful material it exhibited at the fair in 2019, as well as at other fairs in the 

region last year.  Although several publishers reportedly were blocked from the fair this 

year, Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi was inexplicably allowed to exploit the good name of Egypt 

yet again. 

For example, Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi evidently hosted a book signing at its booth for the 

2020 Cairo International Book Fair for author Mansour Abdelhakim, where he was 

photographed signing his deeply anti-Jewish book Hidden World Government 10: 

Protocols of the Elders of Zion, the Masonic Plots to Control the World. 

Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi also promoted its booth at the 2020 Cairo International Book Fair 

with a Facebook post promising books “to suit all members of the family” that 

specifically commended the anti-Jewish screed Children of the Matrix, by David Icke.  

This book outrageously claims that the world is run by a secret cabal of interdimensional 

lizard people, most of whom happen to be prominent Jews.  Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi also 

displayed a large poster promoting Children of the Matrix above its booth at this year’s 

fair, and ADL found two other anti-Jewish books advancing this conspiracy theory by 

Icke in the Cairo International Book Fair’s 2020 smart phone app. 

These books misrepresent not just the Jewish people but even ADL itself.  One of these 

books baselessly claims ADL “has been at the heart of some horrific events, including 

the Kennedy assassination” and that Combat 18, a murderous neo-Nazi group, is secretly 

an ADL front – a particularly odious assertion given both what Nazis have done to the 

Jewish people and that ADL is America’s leading NGO against neo-Nazis.  Another one 

of these books calls ADL “unbelievably corrupt” and “a major Illuminati operation”. 

Of course, this anti-Jewish hate speech stands in stark contrast to the commendable 

example your government has set by publicly celebrating the history of Jews in Egypt 

and completing the restoration of Alexandria’s historic Eliahu HaNavi Synagogue.   

Anti-Semitic content at state-run book fairs contradicts this positive message about 

Muslim-Jewish understanding that you want to offer to the world.  As such, we urge you 

to take all appropriate measures to ensure such hateful materials are not exhibited this 

April at the Alexandria International Book Fair or at the Cairo book fair in future years. 

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns. 

 

https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2020/02/casiro-book-fair-takes-place-against-arrests-of-publishers.html
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=2538059482930370&set=pcb.2538059866263665&type=3&theater
https://scontent.fewr1-2.fna.fbcdn.net/v/t1.0-9/84195150_2538966032839715_8981221767821393920_n.jpg?_nc_cat=111&_nc_ohc=_visFizr8Y8AX9bALFz&_nc_ht=scontent.fewr1-2.fna&oh=f9d4f393f0e51c0f2bfe82ded8e6decd&oe=5EB64FC8
https://www.facebook.com/darelkitabelarabi/photos/a.1676554929332073/2545536272433930/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARATUDM5Z8djERLvYF3n6jyna-YpI32sg45ywO60KZCtoPo4WP_M9a2c8Vv058Zii6Cm-neF4VZM-q641LE2QTGkl95RgvfCLOlQraFaofCA4nq9D1jSUCAmf0HDwcrPYmuhz3qczfFGV0mTA1wS-E3D4H8uYVcG4JuSMDmfkIRBh5RzbseeTeFkboGNUKgFbROH6QVRFeR-Iw16mOTDg9OHmfA4CwCVV-fVoLkUqupmXWM2gmY7YmvaQURxXY64V3vgyx-g-S9mSQALTUV9-8DBtanjo5NReC1bxVgBGKzVZgIulW4NYjXyacXvAWmSLniA7u8Xb5wVUfBc0Vi6ZJA8BCWF&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/darelkitabelarabi/videos/216482112719328/
http://www.sis.gov.eg/Story/143304/Alexandria-Synagogue?lang=en-us
https://egyptindependent.com/alexandrias-eliahu-hanavi-synagogue-welcomes-180-jews-to-celebrate-grand-opening/


 

3 

Sincerely, 

Jonathan Greenblatt 

CEO and National Director 

 

 

Cc: The Honorable Yasser Reda, Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the 

United States of America 

 

Cc: Her Excellency Dr. Inas Abdel Dayem, Minister of Culture, Arab Republic of Egypt 

 

Cc: The Honorable Jonathan Cohen, Ambassador of the United States of America to the 

Arab Republic of Egypt 


