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November 29, 2021

The Honorable Antony Blinken
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We write to you as Members of ADL’s Task Force on Middle East Minorities to
encourage you to broaden the criteria for Priority-2 refugee admissions status for Afghan
nationals in order to include ethnic and religious minority groups that have a well-
founded fear of persecution under Taliban rule on the basis of their group identity.

Many of us have personally experienced persecution in our own countries of origin as
retaliation for our human rights advocacy work. As such, we know what it means
firsthand when we say that we look to the United States to play a responsible leadership
role in support of persecuted minority communities as well as human rights defenders.

We commend the State Department’s decision on August 2, 2021 to broaden the criteria
for P-2 designation to include certain categories of Afghan nationals who did not meet
precise criteria for Special Immigrant Visa status but whose lives are still in danger
because of their association with U.S. forces, U.S.-funded development programs, or a
U.S. media organization.! That was the right decision, and it filled an important gap to
meet an urgent humanitarian need.

And yet that need still remains painfully urgent for members of those vulnerable ethnic
and religious groups that are now in much greater peril ever since the Afghan
government was violently overthrown by the Taliban. As you know, the State
Department formally has designated the Taliban an Entity of Particular Concern for its
systematic, ongoing, and egregious violations of religious freedom.?

Shiite Hazaras, Christians, Sikhs, Ahmadis, Uyghurs, and Hindus are among those
groups that are particularly at risk of persecution in Afghanistan under a Taliban
government. They are already suffering terrible abuses in areas under Taliban control,
such as the recent cases of reported extrajudicial Killings targeting Hazaras in Daykundi
Province.® Furthermore, many of these vulnerable minority groups are now at increased
risk of mass casualty attacks by the local branch of ISIS, such as the terrible recent
bombings at Shiite mosques in Kandahar and Kunduz.*

We are not the first organization to raise concern about this pressing issue. The U.S.
Commission on International Religious Freedom has called on the State Department to
extend P-2 status to vulnerable Afghan religious minorities.® So has the Ethics and
Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention.® More broadly,
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ADL has joined several coalition letters on this crisis, including letters led by HIAS” and
by the Refugee Council USA?8 that urged the Administration to help protect religious or
ethnic minorities seeking asylum from persecution in Afghanistan.

It is unreasonable, impractical, and, in fact, unsafe to ask each member of such minority
groups to individually prove their personal reasons for seeking asylum when it is
manifestly clear that mere membership in their religious or ethnic group is an obvious
basis for a well-founded fear of systematic and life-threatening persecution in their home
country.

As such, we urge the Administration to broaden P-2 status in order to include members
of Afghanistan’s ethnic and religious groups that have a well-founded collective fear of
persecution today, and we encourage you to set up the necessary processing centers for
applications of this sort in neighboring countries, so those individuals who are relatively
fortunate enough to reach those sites are then able to directly apply.

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns.

Sincerely,

Sharon Nazarian, Task Force Co-Chair
Farahnaz Ispahani, Task Force Co-Chair
Maziar Bahari, Task Force Member
Aykan Erdemir, Task Force Member
Shadi Martini, Task Force Member
Johnnie Moore, Task Force Member
Alireza Nader, Task Force Member

Tugba Tanyeri-Erdemir, Task Force Coordinator
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